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As We Gather   
Paul  wrote,  “Therefore  we  were  buried  with  Him  through  baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even  so  we  also  should  walk  in  newness  of  life.”  (Romans  6:4).  Our
midweek Lenten services prepare us to consider our identity and connection
with the Passion of Christ as the baptized children of God. As He testified
before  Pilate  that  His  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world  so  are  we,  by  our
Baptism, “fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of
God” (Ephesians 2:19).

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                                                        17 – Oh, Worship the King

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution                                  
P God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have 

sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we are 
sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy, 
to be gracious and merciful  unto us.  Forgive us for Jesus’ sake,  
renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting. Amen. 
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P Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. We are forgiven. With boldness 
and confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time
of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

T The Service of the Word T

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray…

… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading                                         Jeremiah 23:1-6
1 “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!”
says the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel against the
shepherds who feed My people: “You have scattered My flock, driven them
away, and not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for the evil of
your doings,” says the LORD. 3 “But I will gather the remnant of My flock
out of all countries where I have driven them, and bring them back to their
folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. 4 I will set up shepherds over
them who will feed them; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor
shall they be lacking,” says the LORD.  5 “Behold, the days are coming,”
says the LORD, “That I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; A
King shall reign and prosper, And execute judgment and righteousness in
the earth.  6 In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely;
Now  this  is  His  name  by  which  He  will  be  called:  THE  LORD  OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS
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Psalm of the Day                                                     Psalm 145:1-14

P I will extol You, my God, O King; 
C And I will bless Your name forever and ever. 
P Every day I will bless You, 
C And I will praise Your name forever and ever. 
P Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
C And His greatness is unsearchable. 
P One generation shall praise Your works to another, 
C And shall declare Your mighty acts. 
P I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, 
C And on Your wondrous works. 
P Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, 
C And I will declare Your greatness. 
P They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness, 
C And shall sing of Your righteousness. 
P The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
C Slow to anger and great in mercy. 
P The LORD is good to all, 
C And His tender mercies are over all His works. 
P All Your works shall praise You, O LORD, 
C And Your saints shall bless You. 
P They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom, 
C And talk of Your power, 
P To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, 
C And the glorious majesty of His kingdom. 
P Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
C And Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
P The LORD upholds all who fall, 
C And raises up all who are bowed down.

Second Reading                                           Ephesians 1:3-10, 15-22
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption
as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His
will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted
in  the  Beloved.  7 In  Him  we  have  redemption  through  His  blood,  the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to
abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us
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the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed
in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and
which are on earth—in Him. 15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in
the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks
for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the
riches  of  the  glory  of  His  inheritance  in  the  saints,  19 and  what  is  the
exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the
working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised
Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.
22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all
things to the church.

Response
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Amen.

Confession of Faith            Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me
from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or
silver,  but  with His  holy,  precious blood and His  innocent  suffering and
death. 
He did this that I should be His very own, live under Him in His kingdom,
and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just as He is
risen from death, lives and reigns in eternity. 
This is most certainly true.

Hymn                                           361 – O Jesus, King Most Wonderful
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Sermon Text                                                              John 18:28-40
28 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early
morning.  But  they  themselves  did  not  go  into  the  Praetorium,  lest  they
should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover.  29 Pilate then went
out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this Man?”
30 They answered and said to him, “If He were not an evildoer, we would not
have delivered Him up to you.” 31 Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him
and judge Him according to your law.” Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is
not lawful for us to put anyone to death,” 32 that the saying of Jesus might be
fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.  33 Then
Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You
the  King  of  the  Jews?”  34 Jesus  answered  him,  “Are  you  speaking  for
yourself  about  this,  or  did others tell  you this concerning Me?”  35 Pilate
answered,  “Am  I  a  Jew?  Your  own  nation  and  the  chief  priests  have
delivered  You  to  me.  What  have  You  done?”  36 Jesus  answered,  “My
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  If  My  kingdom  were  of  this  world,  My
servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now
My kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a
king then?” Jesus answered,  “You say rightly that  I  am a king.  For this
cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”
38 Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went
out  again to the Jews,  and said to them, “I find no fault  in Him at  all.”
39 “But  you have  a  custom that  I  should release  someone  to  you at  the
Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to you the King of the Jews?”
40 Then they all  cried again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas!” Now
Barabbas was a robber.

Servant and King

Offertory                        TLH 179 – On My Heart Imprint Thine Image
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General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                                                          657 – Beautiful Savior

Hymns  and  liturgical  settings  under  copyright  are  reprinted  with  permission  under  One
License #A-741527. All Rights Reserved. Scripture taken from the New King James Version®.
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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