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As We Gather   
Paul  wrote,  “Therefore  we  were  buried  with  Him  through  baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even  so  we  also  should  walk  in  newness  of  life.”  (Romans  6:4).  Our
midweek Lenten services prepare us to consider our identity and connection
with the Passion of  Christ  as  the  baptized children of  God.  It  is  in  that
understanding that  we are  enabled to  take up our  cross  and follow Him
through the struggles of this life to the glorious deliverance of eternal life.

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                               172 (1-4, 8) – O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution                                  
P God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have 

sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we are 
sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy, 
to be gracious and merciful  unto us.  Forgive us for Jesus’ sake,  
renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting. Amen. 

P Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. We are forgiven. With boldness 
and confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time
of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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T The Service of the Word T

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray…

… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading                                            Isaiah 50:4-10
4 “The Lord GOD has given Me The tongue of the learned, That I should
know how to speak A word in season to him who is weary. He awakens Me
morning by morning, He awakens My ear To hear as the learned. 5 The Lord
GOD has opened My ear; And I was not rebellious, Nor did I turn away. 6 I
gave  My  back  to  those  who  struck  Me,  And  My cheeks  to  those  who
plucked out  the  beard;  I  did not  hide My face from shame and spitting.
7 “For  the  Lord  GOD will  help  Me;  Therefore  I  will  not  be  disgraced;
Therefore I have set My face like a flint,  And I know that I will  not be
ashamed. 8 He is near who justifies Me; Who will contend with Me? Let us
stand together. Who is My adversary? Let him come near Me. 9 Surely the
Lord GOD will help Me; Who is he who will condemn Me? Indeed they
will all grow old like a garment; The moth will eat them up. 10 “Who among
you fears the LORD? Who obeys the voice of His Servant? Who walks in
darkness And has no light? Let him trust in the name of the LORD And rely
upon his God.

Psalm of the Day                                                              Psalm 43

P Vindicate me, O God, And plead my cause against an ungodly nation; 
C Oh, deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man! 
P For You are the God of my strength; Why do You cast me off? 
C Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 
P Oh, send out Your light and Your truth! Let them lead me; 
C Let them bring me to Your holy hill And to Your tabernacle. 
P Then I will go to the altar of God, To God my exceeding joy; 
C And on the harp I will praise You, O God, my God. 

3



P Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within 
me? 

C Hope  in  God;  For  I  shall  yet  praise  Him,  The  help  of  my  
countenance and my God.

Epistle Reading                                                          1 John 1:1-10
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon,  and  our  hands  have
handled, concerning the Word of life—2 the life was manifested, and we
have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was
with the Father and was manifested to us—3 that which we have seen and
heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And
these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 5 This is the message
which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in
Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the
light as He is in the light,  we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a
liar, and His word is not in us.

Response
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Amen.

Confession of Faith            Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me
from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or
silver,  but  with His  holy,  precious blood and His  innocent  suffering and
death. 
He did this that I should be His very own, live under Him in His kingdom,
and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just as He is
risen from death, lives and reigns in eternity. 
This is most certainly true.
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Hymn                                          143 (1-3, 7, 12, 15) – O Dearest Jesus

Sermon Text                                                               John 19:1-16a
1 So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. 2 And the soldiers twisted a
crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe.
3 Then they said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they struck Him with their
hands. 4 Pilate then went out again, and said to them, “Behold, I am bringing
Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him.” 5 Then Jesus
came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said
to them, “Behold the Man!” 6 Therefore, when the chief priests and officers
saw Him, they cried out, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to
them, “You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.”  7 The
Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to our law He ought to
die, because He made Himself the Son of God.”  8 Therefore, when Pilate
heard  that  saying,  he  was  the  more  afraid,  9 and  went  again  into  the
Praetorium, and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him
no answer.  10 Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You not speaking to me? Do
You not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release You?”
11 Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had
been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has
the greater sin.” 12 From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews
cried  out,  saying,  “If  you let  this  Man go,  you are  not  Caesar’s  friend.
Whoever  makes  himself  a  king  speaks  against  Caesar.”  13 When  Pilate
therefore  heard  that  saying,  he  brought  Jesus  out  and  sat  down  in  the
judgment  seat  in  a  place  that  is  called  The  Pavement,  but  in  Hebrew,
Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the
sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 But they cried
out, “Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them,
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king
but Caesar!” 16 Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. 

Behold the Man!
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Offertory                        TLH 179 – On My Heart Imprint Thine Image

General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                                 153 – Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are reprinted with permission under One License #A-741527. All Rights
Reserved.  Scripture  taken  from  the  New  King  James  Version®.  Copyright  ©  1982  by  Thomas  Nelson.  Used  by
permission. All rights reserved. 
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