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As We Gather   
Paul  wrote,  “Therefore  we  were  buried  with  Him  through  baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even  so  we  also  should  walk  in  newness  of  life.”  (Romans  6:4).  Our
midweek Lenten services prepare us to consider our identity and connection
with the Passion of Christ as the baptized children of God. Today, we focus
on three scenes of the cross that strengthen our faith in Christ’s kindness for
us. The cross is our King’s throne where His love takes away our sin and
makes us the family of God.

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                                  155 – Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution                                  
P God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have 

sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we are 
sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy, 
to be gracious and merciful  unto us.  Forgive us for Jesus’ sake,  
renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting. Amen. 

P Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. We are forgiven. With boldness 
and confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time
of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

T The Service of the Word T

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray…

… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading                                              Isaiah 42:1-4
1 “Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul
delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the
Gentiles. 2 He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, Nor cause His voice to be
heard in the street. 3 A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He
will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth. 4 He will not fail nor be
discouraged, Till He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands
shall wait for His law.”

Psalm of the Day                                                     Psalm 34:15-22

P The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, 
C And His ears are open to their cry. 
P The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 
C To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 
P The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears, 
C And delivers them out of all their troubles. 
P The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, 
C And saves such as have a contrite spirit. 
P Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
C But the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
P He guards all his bones; 
C Not one of them is broken. 
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P Evil shall slay the wicked, 
C And those who hate the righteous shall be condemned. 
P The LORD redeems the soul of His servants, 
C And none of those who trust in Him shall be condemned.

Epistle Reading                                                    Philippians 2:1-11
1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by
being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.
3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out
not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of
no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness
of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and
became  obedient  to  the  point  of  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.
9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which
is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

Response
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Amen.

Confession of Faith            Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me
from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or
silver,  but  with His  holy,  precious blood and His  innocent  suffering and
death. 
He did this that I should be His very own, live under Him in His kingdom,
and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just as He is
risen from death, lives and reigns in eternity. 
This is most certainly true.
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Hymn                                    171 (1-4, 7-9) – Upon the Cross Extended

Sermon Text                                                             John 19:16b-27
16 Then they took Jesus and led Him away.  17 And He, bearing His cross,
went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew,
Golgotha,  18 where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on
either side, and Jesus in the center. 19 Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on
the cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF
THE JEWS  20 Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where
Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek,
and Latin.  21 Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not
write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘He said, “I am the King of the Jews.” ’ ”
22 Pilate  answered,  “What  I  have  written,  I  have  written.”  23 Then  the
soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four
parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without
seam,  woven  from  the  top  in  one  piece.  24 They  said  therefore  among
themselves, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be,” that the
Scripture might be fulfilled which says: “They divided My garments among
them, And for My clothing they cast lots.” Therefore the soldiers did these
things.  25 Now  there  stood  by  the  cross  of  Jesus  His  mother,  and  His
mother’s sister,  Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  26 When
Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing
by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” 27 Then He said to
the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took
her to his own home.

Look at the Cross
I. See the King of the Jews
II. See the Shame He Bears
III. See His Enduring Love
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Offertory                        TLH 179 – On My Heart Imprint Thine Image

Hymn                                         721 – Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow

General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                                   154 – Alas! and did my Savior Bleed
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