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As We Gather

Paul wrote, “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4). Our
midweek Lenten services prepare us to consider our identity and connection
with the Passion of Christ as the baptized children of God. Baptized into the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, we have God’s
promise that the forgiveness and salvation accomplished by our Lord on the
cross is for us and is all we need.

»J« Preparation for Worship *I«
Hymn 158 — Glory Be to Jesus

Invocation

[P) In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

[P} God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from
all sin.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Let us pray.

Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have
sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we are
sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy,
to be gracious and merciful unto us. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake,
renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting. Amen.
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P} Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only,
but also for the sins of the whole world. We are forgiven. With boldness
and confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time
of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

I The Service of the Word -

Salutation

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P) Let us pray...
... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Leviticus 16:15-22

> “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, which is for the people,
bring its blood inside the veil, do with that blood as he did with the blood of
the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and before the mercy seat. '° So he
shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleanness of the
children of Israel, and because of their transgressions, for all their sins; and
so he shall do for the tabernacle of meeting which remains among them in
the midst of their uncleanness. * There shall be no man in the tabernacle of
meeting when he goes in to make atonement in the Holy Place, until he
comes out, that he may make atonement for himself, for his household, and
for all the assembly of Israel. ** And he shall go out to the altar that is before
the LORD, and make atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood of
the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar
all around. " Then he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger
seven times, cleanse it, and consecrate it from the uncleanness of the
children of Israel. *° “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy
Place, the tabernacle of meeting, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat.
*! Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it
all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions,
concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send
it away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. ** The goat shall
bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release
the goat in the wilderness.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 3

LORD, how they have increased who trouble me!
Many are they who rise up against me.

Many are they who say of me,

“There is no help for him in God.”

But You, O LORD, are a shield for me,

My glory and the One who lifts up my head.

I cried to the LORD with my voice,

And He heard me from His holy hill.

I lay down and slept;

I awoke, for the LORD sustained me.

I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people
Who have set themselves against me all around.
Arise, O LORD; Save me, O my God! For You have struck all my
enemies on the cheekbone;

You have broken the teeth of the ungodly.
Salvation belongs to the LORD.

Your blessing is upon Your people.
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Epistle Reading Hebrews 9:11-28

" But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation. "> Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood
He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal
redemption. ** For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer,
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, ** how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God? " And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under
the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the
eternal inheritance. ' For where there is a testament, there must also of
necessity be the death of the testator. '’ For a testament is in force after men
are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives. '® Therefore not
even the first covenant was dedicated without blood. ' For when Moses had
spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the
blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and
sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, ° saying, “This is the blood
of the covenant which God has commanded you.” * Then likewise he
sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry.
2 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and
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without shedding of blood there is no remission. * Therefore it was
necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with
these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.
* For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are
copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us; * not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest
enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another—** He then
would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now,
once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself. ? And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the
judgment, ** so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those
who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for
salvation.

Response

(P} Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Amen.

Confession of Faith Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me
from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and His innocent suffering and
death.

He did this that I should be His very own, live under Him in His kingdom,
and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just as He is
risen from death, lives and reigns in eternity.

This is most certainly true.

Hymn 176 — Behold the Savior of Mankind

Sermon Text John 19:28-42

% After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the
Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” * Now a vessel full of sour wine
was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop,
and put it to His mouth. * So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He
said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.
! Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not
remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the
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Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be
taken away. ** Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of
the other who was crucified with Him. ** But when they came to Jesus and
saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. ** But one of the
soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water
came out. ** And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true;
and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe. ** For
these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of His
bones shall be broken.” ¥ And again another Scripture says, “They shall
look on Him whom they pierced.” ** After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a
disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might
take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission. So he came
and took the body of Jesus. * And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by
night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred
pounds. * Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen
with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. *' Now in the place
where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in
which no one had yet been laid. ** So there they laid Jesus, because of the
Jews’ Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.
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Sermon
Offertory TLH 179 — On My Heart Imprint Thine Image
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General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 170 — O Perfect Life of Love!
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